











E’rmgmg C’/mst to the Cuban people, helping rebuzld
the Church, and sowing hope

Our St. Martin Society (which helps provide for the needs of our parishioners
and the broader community) is partnering with the Missionaries of the
Community of St. Martin in Cuba to help provide medications for the relief of the
people on the island, now undergoing immense struggles to- meet basic needs.

- We are currently collectlng the followm?medicatlons for their pharmacy: |

Omeprazol Ibuprofen
Multivitamins Eye drops

Prenatal Hydrogen Peroxide
Vitamin C Rubbing Alcohol
Vitamin D Bandaids

Vitamin E Bandaging

In Cuba, official pharmacies are almost empty.
Medicines, when they can be found, circulate on the
black market at prices far beyond the reach of most
families. Faced with this dramatic reality, it is not
uncommon for serious illnesses — including some
cancers — to be treated with simple plants or a few
aspirin tablets. In this context, the parish pharmacies
of the Community of St. Martin on the island have
become vital places for the local population. They
survive solely thanks to donations sent from France
and the United States, transported by volunteers and
friends of the Mission during their trips. Each box of
medicine that arrives represents a real treasure for the
sick and their families. In Placetas (their main parish),
the parish pharmacy now manages a database of over
3,000 patients. Since 2024, it has benefited from new
stock management software, allowing for more
rigorous tracking and organization. Thanks to these
tools and to the generosity of donors, a more efficient
and fair service can be offered — even though the
needs remain enormous. You can help our joint efforts
by providing to our parish St. Martin Society, or
visiting their website and contributing directly.

Antiseptics

Neosporin

Aloe Vera

Acetaminophen

Aspirin

Nonsteroidal Anti-inflammatory
Drugs (NSAIDs)

a typical pharmacy in Cuba, with mostly bare shelves

To learn more, ViSit: miSSiOﬂCllba-Ol'g/ en The Community and lay volunteers outside their parish in Placetas, Cuba



Since 2006, the Community of Saint Martin, a community of priests and deacons who live their ministry in
common (founded in 1976 in France), has been present in Cuba, responding to the call of the bishops. As the
Community’s first foundation outside Europe, their mission now extends over two centers, in the heart of the
island, within the dioceses of Santa Clara and Cienfuegos. The Placetas Mission includes the three parishes of
Placetas, Fomento, and Cabaiguan, while the Cienfuegos Mission serves the cathedral, the Saint Joseph Sanctuary
in Paraiso, and the Castillo de Jagua.

In a country marked by economic exhaustion, mass emigration, daily instability, and the erosion of
institutions, the Cuban Church suffers from a severe shortage of priests and deacons, as well as from a lack of
human and material resources. Sent on mission, they choose to remain alongside those who stay — especially the
poorest and most isolated. Their presence aims to be a discreet but real sign of God’s faithfulness, strengthening
hope where it seems to falter.

Cuba is not only a wounded country to be rebuilt, but also — and above all — a people to love, whom they
have been accompanying for twenty years. Day by day, priests, religious sisters, volunteers, and lay faithful devote
themselves to serving the young and the most vulnerable, with the humble means available to them. Drawing from
the richness of parish life, numerous social, educational, and charitable projects have also emerged: religious
education, tutoring, daycare centers, boarding facilities, soup kitchens, a pharmacy, a home for the elderly, and
most importantly, a spiritual home where they can be nourished by the Sacraments and a rich liturgical life.

Through all these initiatives, they live and bear witness to the Gospel: “Truly I tell you, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” The mission is fragile — particularly in material
terms. Power cuts, shortages, inflation, disorientation, and lack of prospects for the youth are daily realities. And
yet, joy remains, and faith is passed on. In the midst of difficulties, the Church — though suffering — continues to
serve, deeply rooted in hope.

Cuba is a true mission land, where Christ calls us to work within His Church, wounded by ideologies
hostile to her mission: to form free men and women united with Him, who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
Through Mission Cuba, the Gospel is lived in its radical simplicity: to bring Christ to the Cuban people, to help
rebuild the Church, and to bear witness to hope. May Our Lady of Charity, Patroness of Cuba, pray for them!










